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Children are made readers on the laps of those they love. 

-- Emilie Buchwald 
 
Public libraries have known for a very long time the importance and value of offering 
story time programs for babies and young children, modeling the many ways to build 
early literacy skills for the children who attend these programs.  But when a study came 
out in 2000 from the National Assessment of Educational Progress that reported a 
significant percentage of children were entering kindergarten without the early literacy 
skills needed to learn to read, the Association for Library Services to Children and the 
Public Library Association responded by developing a program to share with parents and 
caregivers that can help them become a child’s first teacher.  
 
The New Orleans Public Library has adopted Every Child Ready to Read as their 
own, adding fun activities that highlight local stories, customs and culture.  The Program 
is a parent and caregiver education initiative, designed to introduce early literacy skills 
that can be practiced during a child’s day-to-day routines.   
 
Every Child Ready to Read is a public library curriculum grounded in early literacy 
research.  The curriculum is based on tested, research-based principles and best practices 
from exemplary early literacy programs.   
 
Your New Orleans Public Library has the resources and knowledge to share and inspire 
easy and fun ways parents and caregivers help their children build early literacy skills, 
the skills necessary to be READ TO READ when they enter school.   
 
The Every Child Ready to Read program can be experienced in the following ways: 

• Story Times  
• Early Literacy Resources 
• Parent/Caregiver Workshops  
• Training 

  

STORY	  TIMES	  	  	  

Story Times are hosted at all 14 library branches for parents & caregivers and their 
children.  Story Times model the many ways early literacy can be built, including the 
sharing of great stories, songs, rhymes and craft activities. 
 

EARLY	  LITERACY	  RESOURCES	  	  

Great children’s books, music, rhymes, games, and parent and professional development 
information resources are available for borrowing.  All circulating resources throughout 
New Orleans Public Library are available for patrons to checkout, any item can be 
requested to be sent to your local branch library for pick-up.  Check out 
www.neworleanspubliclibrary.org to see the many items available to enhance and inform 
your world. 

To schedule a workshop or training, contact  
K.G. Wilkins, Programming Specialist 

504.596.2583 
kwilkins@neworleanspubliclibrary.org 
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PARENT/CAREGIVER	  WORKSHOPS	  

All	  workshops	  are	  designed	  for	  parents	  and	  caregivers	  of	  children	  ages	  birth	  to	  five.	  	  	  
 
All workshops are hour-long sessions for parents & caregivers and can be attended with 
or without children.  The workshops are designed to share fun and easy activities that can 
be done during day-to-day routines to build the six skills of early literacy:  print 
motivation, print awareness, phonological awareness, narrative skills, vocabulary and 
letter knowledge.   
 
Fun with Stories –  During this workshop you and your child will learn different ways to 
tell stories, read books and tips to help turn book reading into great story telling.  The 
workshop is designed to build print motivation, print awareness and narrative skills. 
  
Fun with Words - During this workshop you and your child will learn different ways to 
build vocabulary, choose great books to build vocabulary and play with the sounds of 
words. The workshop is designed to build vocabulary, print motivation and phonological 
awareness.   
 
Fun with Letters - During this workshop you and your child will learn the milestones for 
learning the alphabet, ways to play with the sounds of letters and about the different types 
of alphabet books available for borrowing. The workshop is designed to build print 
awareness, letter knowledge and phonological awareness.   

 
Fun with Math & Science - During this workshop you and your child will learn 
different ways to explore the natural world, choose factual books, and build vocabulary 
necessary for counting, comparing and building an understanding of the scientific world.  
This workshop is designed to build vocabulary, print motivation and background 
knowledge, the cumulative knowledge of a child, all necessary ingredients for developing 
critical thinking skills.    

 

TRAINING	  	  	  

Early Childhood Educator Training – Participants will learn ways to practice building 
early literacy skills during day-to-day routines in the classroom.  Educator training can be 
requested for each of the workshops above and can be offered in one hour, two hour or 
four hour lengths of time.  Longer training times allow for more depth of subject and 
hands-on activities.  The information resources used at each workshop vary based on the 
topic area and length of time requested.   
 
	  
 


